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and marine ecosystems and wildlife.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR SERGE DEDINA

With the dramatic rise in destructive hurricanes, floods
and wildfires worldwide, it is more important than ever

to protect our coast and ocean. Mangroves, coral reefs,
kelp forests, estuaries and beaches all serve critical
functions in regulating our global climate, protecting
communities and iconic wildlife, and driving fundamental
life processes. Their protection is key to our ability as a
planet to survive the very real impacts of climate change.

Fortunately, the same places that WILDCOAST has
been working to conserve since 2000 are essential in
safeguarding people and wildlife against this growing threat.

Laguna San Ignacio and Bahia Magdalena in Baja
California Sur, where WILDCOAST is working to protect
the world’s last undeveloped gray whale breeding
lagoons, are also home to expansive desert mangrove
forests that sequester more carbon than most plant
species on Earth. The coral reefs we are helping to
manage in Cabo Pulmo, Huatulco and Cuba, provide

a natural buffer for local communities against storm
surge and sea level rise. California’s marine protected
areas preserve rocky reefs, kelp forests, beaches and
estuaries that are key conservation features for adapting
to sea level rise.

Our work over the last two decades has been successful
at protecting these incredible places, and new resources
are expanding our efforts to make major advancements
in combating climate change. Support from the Leonardo
DiCaprio Foundation is launching us into a new era

of mangrove conservation in Mexico where we are
quantifying the amount of carbon stored by our protected
forests and using that to fund, through carbon credits,
mangrove management and additional protected forests.
We also have new resources in California to engage citizen
scientists in the monitoring of ecological and human uses
along the state’s coastline that will help guide coastal
management decisions and build the new generation of
coastal stewards.

The future of our planet relies on the health and well-
being of our oceans. As the great ocean explorer, advocate
and author Sylvia Earle said, “Without blue, there is no
green.” It is our job at WILDCOAST to protect blue and
green, connect the people in-between and help make our
planet a liveable one for generations to come.

PRESIDENT/‘:\

STEWART WINKLER 2018/19

SECRETARY

JOSH CHATTEN-BROWN

TREASURER

CRAIG GAUNCE

BOARD
MEMBERS

BERNARDO DIAZ
JAIME HERNANDES

BEN HOPF

MORGAN JUSTICE BLACK
DOUG SHERES

IGNACIO VILCHIS, PH.D.
EMILY WELBORN GUEVARA
STEWART WINKLER

NIKOS ZOGGAS

& GLOBAL TEAM

E utive Director
E DEDINA, PH.D.

gxico Director
DUARDO NAJERA, PH.D.

Communications & Policy

Director
FAY CREVOSHAY

Conservation Director
ZACHARY PLOPPER

Coastal & Marine Director
PALgl'A AGUIRRE

-

Associate Director | Mexico
MONICA FRANCO

Fingnce & Administration Director
CLARK LABITAN

Development Manager
VERONICA CRUZ

Administrative Manager | Mexico
ROSA OSUNA

Oaxaca Manager
GABRIELA ANG MONTES DE OCA

Climate Change Manager
TANNIA FRAUSTO ILLESCAS

MPA Watch Coordinator
ANGELA KEMSLEY

Wildlands Coordinator
FRANCISCO MARTINEZ VAZQUEZ

Coral Reef Coordinator '\

REBECA MELENDEZ

Legal Coordinator
ARMANDO EFRAIN OLACHEA

Marine Conservation Coordinator
CELESTE ORTEGA

Coastal Conservation Coordinator
CORY PUKINI

U.S-Mexico Border Coordinator
CRISTHABEL VERDUGO

Executive Assistant
YOLANDA NICHOLSON

Accounting Coordinator
OMAR PEREZ

Accounting Coordinator | Mexico
JONATHAN TARIN

PHOTO BY BRIAN SKERRY

WEB WWWMWILDCOAST.ORG
EMAIL INFO@WILDCOAST.ORG
facebool COM/WILDCOASTCOSTASALVAJE

Ewikker COM/WILDCOAST @WILDCOAST
Instagram COM/WILDCOASTCOSTASALVAJE



g | o —

WILDCOAST IS 80 ”_I_IU —

322451

__ ;-CR !

~ MANGR

WORKING TO CONSERVE PEOPLE REACHED GLOBALLY

31&!\04 |C|O_A|S_T!PN THROUGH WILDCOAST MEDIA
J0J

AND MARINE
ECOSYSTEMS

STUDENTS TRAINED AS
MPA STEWARDS

. \ -"_I_ %
i
0000

PEOPLE
VOLUNTEERED

~ AND PRISTINE COAST
SEA TURTLE NESTING BEACHES
AND CORAL REEFS IN MEXICO

304

_ - R bl 0N USINOUR
EA&ESSTLUIRPTE = S8 B CONSERVATION EFFORTS

; . ™ " 2 i y .
. PHOTO BY CLAUDIO CONTRERAS KOOB
ar i




Destruction caused by Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma and Maria shows that
climate change and its impacts are
even more of a threat to cities and
coastal regions.

Storms like these reiterate the increasing importance

of preserving coastal and marine ecosystems. Natural
barriers such as mangroves, kelp forests, beaches and
coral reefs help reduce storm surge, while watersheds
and coastal wetlands absorb storm-related flooding.

WILDCOAST is working with coastal communities and
government agencies in the United States, Mexico and
Cuba to conserve coastal and marine ecosystems that
play an important role in climate change adaptation
and mitigation.

In Mexico and Cuba, WILDCOAST is working closely
with federal agencies to protect expansive mangrove
forests and surrounding coastlines. These forests act

as vital buffers against increasing storms and sea

level rise, while sequestering tremendous amounts

of carbon. In the United States and Mexico, we are
protecting wetlands as a frontline defense against

sea level rise and coastal flooding impacts in urban
areas. In Oaxaca, we are identifying innovative ways to
preserve watersheds and wetlands in one of Mexico's
most climate-impacted regions. In California, our efforts
to conserve and manage more than 500,000 acres of
marine protected areas are protecting billions of dollars
in coastal infrastructure, businesses and ecosystem
services against the impacts of our changing climate.

WILDCOAST is committed to continuing our efforts to
address climate change by protecting our coast and
ocean’s most vital and valuable natural places.
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Cities and regions that mitigate and adapt
to the impacts of climate change experience
far less destruction from natural disasters.
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MPAs g~

Across the globe, marine protected
areas (MPAs) help ensure long-term
conservation of our precious coastal
and marine ecosystems and the
diversity of wildlife found within them.

California’'s MPA network protects 16% of the state’s
coastal and ocean resources and is one of the largest
MPA networks in the world. These MPAs, which span
from the U.S.-Mexico to Oregon borders, offer refuge to
some of the world’s most iconic species. Gray, humpback
and blue whales migrate through the network on their
way between Alaska and Mexico. Pods of dolphins
explore their nearshore coastal waters. Rafts of sea
lions hunt and forage in the lush kelp forests and several
species of sharks find nursery habitat in the sandy
shallows. Many commercially valuable species such as
abalone and the California spiny lobster find sanctuary
within California’s MPAs.

WILDCOAST is leading efforts in California to conserve
the state’s 545,280 acres of MPAs. Through citizen
science monitoring such as MPA Watch, and our
Floating Laboratory program, we are helping to guide
MPA adaptive management while building a new
generation of coastal stewards. Our signage, materials
and presentations are informing a broad and diverse
public audience on the importance of MPAs and their
locations, regulations and opportunities. Working

with more than 600 partners, including local tribes,
management agencies, researchers, fishermen and
divers, we are helping make California’s MPA network
most effective at achieving its goals to recover fisheries,
restore ecosystems and enhance the recreational value
of important coastal areas.
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There are 124 MPAs in California,

including 11 in San Diego County. |N CAUFURNIA |N SAN DlEGU CUUNTY
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: . " - : - global scale, wetlands face continuous anthropogenic

e . s c _' P e o £ Z . pressures, particularly along the U.S.-Mexico border and
= iy ; 2 in many parts of Mexico. WILDCOAST is working to add
important layers of protection to wetlands in these areas.
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WHICH INCLUDE

The Tijuana River Estuary, home to an array of endemic
and endangered wildlife, is the last major coastal
wetland in Southern California not divided by a freeway
e i AT : or railway. WILDCOAST is working to address the issue
2 . » i A ny T e _ . ' : ' of cross-border flows of trash and sewage that impact
r" . IS . = & oy ;": g ; - the estuary’s sensitive ecosystems and wildlife. We are
= partnering with agencies on both sides of the border
to improve sewage treatment, recycle waste tires and
raise awareness of the incredible protected open spaces
that exist in the region.

: J - On Mexico's Pacific coast, we are taking watershed-wide
: " J S + e . T_I-AN DS A D ' approaches to protect the vibrant coral reefs and sea
e N turtle nesting beaches of Oaxaca as well as estuaries
‘. ™ CORAI- REEFS on the Baja California peninsula. Our team is improving
!} -""-.,_fi L :
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ESTUARY AND OCEAN-BOUND
WASTE TIRES HAVE BEEN
REMOVED FROM THE TIJUANA
RIVER WATERSHED

‘ e wetland management for Mexico’s 142 Ramsar sites

e p :‘E:." . * m HUATULCU, UAXACA . by applying innovative water catchment protection

-‘f1 - strategies to conserve these special places.
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Mangroves are among the world's
greatest carbon sequestering plants,
absorbing carbon from the atmosphere
and storing it within their rich soils.

The unique and fragile coastal desert mangroves

along the Baja California peninsula are “blue carbon”
ecosystems that can store up to five times more carbon
than their tropical counterparts. Bahia Magdalena -

the largest wetland on the Baja California peninsula -
features tens of thousands of acres of the most pristine
and biologically important coastal desert mangroves found
on Earth. These emerald green coastal forests provide
refuge to gray whales and migratory birds and offer
important nursery habitat for sharks and commercially
valuable fish and shellfish species. The vast mangrove
forests WILDCOAST is helping to conserve throughout
Mexico and Cuba also protect against storm surge
(increasingly important as hurricanes continue to intensify
and strike more frequently), as well as sea level rise.

WILDCOAST is implementing new methodologies to

measure the blue carbon stored within these coastal
forests and is working on innovative ways to conserve
mangroves as a means of combating climate change.

Through federal zone concessions in partnership with
the Mexican government, we are setting aside tens of
thousands of acres of mangrove forests for conservation.
We are strengthening the management of protected
areas that are home to these forests, improving land-use
planning and advancing public policy for climate change
adaptation. These strategies are all necessary steps to
maintain a viable planet for future generations.
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More than 26.7 million tons of carbon is being
sequestered by the mangrove forests that
WILDCOAST is protecting.
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Spanning the Baja California
peninsula are millions of acres of
protected areas that include open
ocean, rugged islands, mangrove
lagoons and wilderness coastline.

WILDCOAST's private reserve on the Valle de los Cirios
Pacific Coast is home to endemic Boojum trees, desert
foxes and other unique desert wildlife. The largest
wildlife refuge in Mexico, the Vizcaino Biosphere
Reserve, features desertscapes and turquoise lagoons
where gray whales come to seek refuge, birth and raise
their young. The Pacific Islands Biosphere Reserve
conserves 21 islands, 91 islets and the vast open
waters off the Baja California peninsula’s Pacific coast.
The reserve is rich in biodiversity, with 50% more
endemic vertebrates and plant species per unit area
than the Galapagos Islands. Pacific harbor seals and
northern elephant seals congregate in colonies along
the rugged shores of the Coronados, endemic reptiles
forage the lands and seabirds breed along the sheer
cliffs and rolling hills of the islands.

Although these vast areas are officially protected,
additional layers of conservation and management are
needed. Mining concessions, unforeseen developments
and climate change pose serious risks to the wildlife,
ecosystem services, eco-tourism opportunities and
commercial fisheries that these places provide.

WILDCOAST is working with local fishing communities,
ranchers, researchers and Mexico’s National
Commission for Protected Natural Areas (CONANP)
through a combination of direct land purchases,
federal zone conservation concessions and improved
protected area management to conserve the wildlands
and islands of the Baja California peninsula. This work
has resulted in the conservation of some of the world’s
most important desert coastlines.
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Coral reefs, the rainforests of

our oceans, are among the B0 | = ” :

most productive and biodiverse
ecosystems on the planet.

Coral reefs cover less than 1% of the ocean floor, but
provide habitat to a quarter of the world’s fish species.
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They intake tremendous amounts of atmospheric " . : aus, 'VF e _ A X A iy W

carbon, protect coastal communities from storm
erosion and wave damage and provide nurseries for
commercially important fisheries. With an estimated
global value of $1 trillion USD, coral reefs provide
countless social, economic and cultural services and
are a main source of livelihood for half a billion people
around the world.

However, coral reefs are under threat from agricultural o

runoff, coastal development and overfishing. These ;

pressures, paired with the global threat of climate .

change, warming sea temperatures and increased ;

ocean acidification, are causing corals to die off at an : 3

alarming rate. S ' %
WILDCOAST has formed partnerships with Mexico's E .
National Commission for Protected Natural Areas, .

Cuba’s Center for Protected Natural Areas, local

communities and tourism outfitters to conserve more .

than 714,134 acres of coral reefs and surrounding

coastal and marine ecosystems. By improving visitation r .
management, developing new coral legal protections,

carrying out baseline monitoring, installing mooring

buoys and conducting public outreach, WILDCOAST

and our partners are protecting these ecological

cornerstones that provide critical habitat to whale
sharks, sea turtles, manta rays, sharks and hundreds of W”.DCUAST |S HELP'NG TU

s FXCD AN CUBA THAT NELUDE AND SURROUNDING MARINE ECOSYSTEMS
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Sea turtles are ancient marine
reptiles that nest along the sandy
beaches and forage within the lush
seagrass beds of many areas that
ngPCRU[fTSETCTED: WILDCOAST is working to conserve.

= Morro Ayuta on Mexico’s Pacific coast is without
> question one of the most important olive ridley sea
turtle nesting sites on the planet. Last year, on this nine
! I mile stretch of sandy beach, more than one million sea
(] turtles laid 90 million eggs, producing more than 30

oy million hatchlings - which equates to a 16% increase
s compared to the year before. Less than ten miles
. away, in Barra de la Cruz, the world’s largest living sea

turtles, the leatherback - which reaches over seven feet

M € £ UF SEA TURTLE I and 1,500 pounds - finds one of its favorite nesting sites
I } \

in the world. The protection of these two beaches is

£ J - _ NESTING BEACHES 7 critical for the survival of these species.
- /}:" : M

Coastal development, pollution, poaching, disasters
7 . ' - such as oil spills, and climate change pose tremendous

g Wy YOUR SUPPORT CAN - EEE e A chy
- _ | fa ; : i 2 CUNTINUE UUR EFFURTS 1' | and conducting trainings and workshops with park

e e

rangers, tourism outfitters and local communities,
protecting shoreline through federal zone conservation
concessions and working to establish new protected

PHOTO BY-RALPH PACE areas that are home to sea turtle nesting beaches.

WILDCOAST is expanding our efforts to preserve
vulnerable sea turtle populations. We will continue to
protect nesting beaches that are key for their survival,
|N MURRO help monitor female nesting populations and explore
new opportunities, such as developing an ecological
AYUTA, zoning plan for the area around Huatulco National Park.

owaca— TURTLES LAID EGGS THAT PRODUCED HATCHLINGS
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Gray whales connect California’s
marine protected areas to the '
mangroves and islands of the ¥

Baja California peninsula.

Every area that gray whales traverse during their 6,000-
mile migration between their arctic feeding grounds in W"-DCUAST

the Bering and Chukchi Seas to their Mexican birthing HAS CUNSERVED

lagoons is critical for their survival. Although their

numbers have rebounded significantly since near
extinction (there are approximately 26,000 gray whales
today), habitat destruction, human activity and climate
change continue to threaten these gentle giants.
o

The virtually untouched coastal lagoons of the Baja

California peninsula include four protected bays that

provide some of the planet’'s most important nursery

habitat for gray whales. The warm lagoons of Bahia %
Magdalena, Laguna San Ignacio, Guerrero Negro and Ojo -

de Liebre provide the perfect refuge for the whales to o,
mate and bear their young. In a typical year, more than £

4,000 gray whales visit these bays.

Our team continues to collaborate with local communities ARUUND W H AI-E

and the Mexican government to ensure the conservation

and protection of this iconic wildlife and its habitat. BREEDlNG GRUUNDS
WILDCOAST has helped protect more than 483 miles of

coastline surrounding the gray whale lagoons of the Baja

California peninsula through federal zone concessions

and is leading marine mammal monitoring and other

trainings with local students to build their capacity as
gray whale stewards.

PHOTO BY CLAUDIO CONTRERAS KOOB

INTHE BAYS & LAGOONS OF THE BAJA CALIFORNIA PENINSULA THAT WILDCOAST IS WORKING TO CONSERVE

*in a typical year
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et e RS . . | WILDCOAST is helping to protect
WILDCOAST Eer S O e _ B the pristine marine ecosystems
DISTRIBUTED gl S - B and rich wildlife of Cuba’s

T e e B stunningly beautiful and remote
4 , e .. = [(uanahacabibes National Park.
’ . Yomt ':" % g The global significance of Guanahacabibes and diversity

" ; ‘ = - = = ES S of life found within the park is like no other place on Earth.
W”_[]I_”:E AND DIVE GU'DES ! g X Pas L o =T %~ o~ " q_‘“'-"“:‘- = The park’s coral reefs and mangrove forests support
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Although virtually untouched, Guanahacabibes is not
without threats. Sea level rise can quickly change the
delicate shoreline habitat and visitors are often unaware
of best practices when diving and snorkeling the reefs.
Increasing numbers of visitors are coming to experience
the country’s amazing culture and coastline, which
comes with many benefits. However, if not carefully
managed, this can jeopardize significant biodiversity
sites and natural resources.

WILDCOAST is supporting efforts for 39,413 acres of
protected areas within Cuba’s Guanahacabibes National
Park to address these threats and explore ways to assist
with the management and conservation of its coral reef
and mangrove ecosystems.

We are working with park staff to expand the park’s
mooring buoy infrastructure to reduce damage to the
reefs from anchoring boats and helping to develop
strategies to combat climate change impacts on coral
reefs, mangroves and beaches.

#1 PHOTOS.BY EDUARDO NAJER

WILDCOAST BROUGHT INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION HUUSEHULDS ACRUSS

TO CUBA'S MARINE CONSERVATION WORK THROUGH
A FIVE-PART TELEVISA SERIES THAT REACHED LATIN AMERICA



WILDCOAST

925 Seacoast Drive
Imperial Beach, CA 91932

WILDCOAST thanks everyone for their continued support. We depend on
donors, volunteers, interns and community support to fulfill our mission.

WILDCOAST SUPPORTERS

$200,000 and above

¢ David and Lucile Packard Foundation

* Resources Legacy Fund Foundation

e Sandler Foundation of the Jewish Community
Endowment Fund

e The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley
Charitable Trust

$50,000 to $199,999

e American Honda Foundation

e California Environmental Protection Agency

¢ Dorrance Family Foundation

¢ Fondo Mexicano

e International Community Foundation

e Kisco Cares Foundation

¢ Marisla Fund of the Orange County Community
Foundation

e Music for Relief

¢ The Left Coast Fund

e The Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation

¢ Wallace Research Foundation

§20,000 to $49,999

e California Coastal Commission

e California State Coastal Conservancy

¢ County of San Diego

e Flora Family Foundation

¢ San Diego Gas & Electric

¢ SIMA Environmental Fund

e The City of San Diego

¢ The San Diego Foundation

¢ U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

e WWF - Carlos Slim Foundation Alliance

'll! WILDCOAST is the proud recipient of

¥ | Charity Navigator's highest honor, a 4-star
rating, recognizing our ability to efficiently
# % % % | manage and grow our finances.

$9,000 to $19,999

¢ California American Water

* California State Parks Foundation

e Comision Nacional de Areas Naturales
Protegidas (CONANP)

¢ David Welborn & Ann Hunter-Welborn

¢ Deutsche Gesellschaft

® Emily Welborn Guevara

¢ Greg Davis & Karin Orsic

¢ Patagonia

e Port of San Diego

¢ San Diego County Regional Airport Authority

* SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund

¢ The VF Foundation

® Yusko Family Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999

¢ Allison and Robert Price Family Foundation

¢ Baja Bound Insurance

* Bryan Watson

e California Marine Sanctuary Foundation

e Carol Lee & Tom Rast

e Cheryl Lewis

e Combined Federal Campaign

¢ Craig Gaunce

¢ Danielle Myers

e Delta Imobiliaria

¢ Doug Sheres

o Elizabeth Butler

¢ Hispanics In Philanthrophy

¢ Jeff & Deborah Berg

e Laura Cole

* Mike Sheedy

¢ Network for Good

* New Ocean Blue

o Nextivity Inc.

¢ Panakos Law, APC

 Ralph E Thielicke

* Randy Hawleysgt s ass o
& Susan Pelley L

(81000 to $4.999 contd]

® Samuel Lawrence Foundation

e Sara Asher

* Serge Dedina & Emily Young

e Suzanne Borden

e Tim Stigers

¢ Uptown Rotary Fund at the National
Philanthropic Trust

¢ Waitt Foundation at The San Diego Foundation

e West Marine BlueFuture Fund at Community
Foundation Santa Cruz County

e Winkler Family Fund at the Rancho
Santa Fe Foundation

§500 to $999

e Alan Cunniff

e Albert & Maggie Logan

¢ Becton, Dickinson and Company

e CaliBaja

e Carolyn J Woodbury

¢ Charles Douglas Ostrowski

e Colette Mullenhoff

¢ Donald King

¢ Donna Gorman

* Emerald City Gang, Inc

¢ Gregory Hunter

e Guillermo Woodward

e |rving Simpson

e Jaime Hernandes

e James Young

e Jessica Welborn

¢ Josh Chatten-Brown

e Julie Appleby

e Marcia Bender-Pari

e Mark & Jean Spedding

e Mark Jenne

® Michael & Lena Foley

* Michael Wasiluk

* Pacifica Host Hotels

¢ Paul Evola

* Robert Scott Ferguson

e Stewart Winkler

e The Ferguson Family Charitable Fund
e The Walt Disney Company Foundation
e Trace Funderburk & Theresa Fenner

-~ William & Phoebe Biggs

e William Zidbeck

* Donor names reflect donations
received at the time of this printing.
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